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Es Day came in the Trial of James Shepherd, the Coach Painter g Serbant, ii: 


dicted for high Treaſon, in conſpiring the Death of the King. The Overt Acts 
ſet forth in the Indictment were tor inviting ſeveral Perſons to be ready to bring STS 
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in the Pretender, for declaring, that, when he was brought, wou'd himſelf, b 
Aſſaſſinatidn, kill the K x o, and when that was done, for them to be ready arm'd to main: 
tain the Pretendet's Right. The Nature of the Fact was; by writing a Letter; which he left 
. for one Mr. Leake, a Nonjuring Miniſter, in Little Trinity Lane, and was in Subſtance, Thar; 
trom the many Diſcontents, ſo viſible in this Kingdom, he inter'd, that by the Rentoval of ©: 
the Prince now reigning, the Pretender, his King, might eaſily, without Loſs of Blood; « 
be ſafely ſeated on the Throne; and it one ſo young as he might be truſted in the Attair, - 
would go into ah and invite the Pretender, who, upon his Arrival, might remain incognit9 = 
till he had done the Fact, and to prevent Danger to any but himſeif, the Friends intruſkted _ 
might abſcond; and in Caſe he ſhou'd miftarry, the Pretender might ſafely eſcape, for the © 
worſe that eould happen was his own ſuffering for it, which he accounted great and meri> 
torious; by freeing the Nation from the long Uſurpation it now lies. under; and to that 
End himſelf would ſmite the Uſurper, which great and ſudden Confuſion would give free Ae- 
| teſs to his Maſter, and before he put it in Execution, wou'd teceive the holy Sacrament _ 
every Day,from one that was an intire Stranger to the whole Matter. The Evidence againſt ö 
him were no leſs than Eleven Witnefles, who intirely concur d in the Nature of Fact prov'd 
againſt him, and the Manner how he went about to put this Villandus Intent in Executions + 
| he went three Times to Mr. Leaks before he lett the Letter, who, when he came home; - 
 tead ĩt to his Family, and apprehending the ill Conſequente, to ſecure himſelf, burnt it 3 
burt afterwatds went before Sir John Fryer, and acequainted him with the whole Matter, and 
| that he thought it ſome Deſign and Contrivance againſt him by ſome malicious Perſons : _ 
was adviſed by Sir John, upon his ſecond coming ( which was appointed in the Letter) td 
ſeixe him,; which accordingly was done. He upon his Examination owned that he. wrot the _ 
( Lettet; and explain'd who he meant by the Uſurpet and his King; The firſt, he ſaid, was 
whom we call Ring GzrorGs, the other whom we call the Pretender, and there writ 
and Lend 2 Copy ot the Letter in the ſame Words, or near in effeſt, as twas poſſible with 
the Original, which afterwards was taken in his Trunk, and, no Doubt, had it by Heart. 
Upon Examination before the Secretary of State, he confeſſed the whole Matter, gave an 
an Account of his Life, that by the Care of his Uncle he was brd a Scholar in Salisbury 
School, where he imbib'd theſe Principles, chiefly by his Converſation ,amongft his School= 3 
tellows, and by a Pamphlet he there met with, A Sermon preached ] Vindication of the Biſhop 2 
/ Exeter, upon the Doctrine of St. Paul to the Romans, Exhortingthem to be ſulject to their | 
ing then teigning tho a-Tyrant ; to this he adher'd,and thought in en his lawful King 


vhich indeed (according to the Recorder's Obſervation in giving Judgement) was quite 
contrary to his own Doctrine. In his Defence he confeſſed the widte Matter, and that he 
writ all the Papers, and that he meant and intended what he writ; ad wou d. have put it in 
Execution, had he not been prevented; thinking it the Duty of hi Conſcience, and thought 
it no Crime; and being asked what further he could ſay for himſe, anſwered, He expected 
no Favout or Mercy from that Court, or Prince that Acted without ay Authority. The Overt f 
Acts laid in the Indictment, being plainly prov d, and his own Cofeſſion, the Jury brougnt 
him in Guilty, and had Judgment Accordingly. 8 eee — 


The Copy of the LE TT E R Written by. James Shepherd, 20 Mr. 
man, for which he was conviłted of high Treaſon. 


ROM the many Diſcontents ſo viſible throughout this Kigdoni, I infer; _ that if 1 
the Prince now reigning, could be by Death removed, qr King being here, he 
might be ſettld on this Throne without much loſs of Blod. For the more ready ß 
"-” effecing of this, I propoſe, that if any Gentleman will pa] for. iny Faſſage into lag, — 
and if 6ur Friends will intruſt one ſo young with Letters of Inviſtion ro His Majeſty,' ! 
will, on his Arrival, ſmite the Uſurper in the Palace. In this conſſion, if ſufficient) Forces 

may be raiſed, His Majeſty may appear, if not, he may retreat pr conceal himfell, till a 
fitter Opportunity. Neither is it preſumptious to hope, That thi| may ſucceed, if we con. 
ſider how caſie it is to cut the Threed of Humane Life; how gret Confuſiom | the Death k 
aPrince Occaſions in the moſt peaceful Nations, and how Muttipus the People ate, How _ ' 2 
amin d. Now that this may endanger none but my ſelf, it will beneceſſary that the Gentle» = 
mati who defrays my Charges to Italy, leave England before my qepartare, that I be - 1gno» 
tant of His Majeſtics Abode ; char Ilodge with ſome Whig; tha) you ablcond, and that  , 
Cy be communanred te.nme. ]? J ed og a ne 
But be the Event as it will, I can expect nothing leſs than a mpſt ervel Death, which, 
"that I may the better ſuppert, twill be requiſite that from my Arrival, till the Attempt, 3 
every Day receive the holy Sacrament from one who ſhall be ignorant bf the Deſign. N 
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